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loe Behiee explains how green
buarial isn't st poced for the

jDe SEheB ’ .. .- . econormy axd the planet— it's

what Jesus wondd wasityon 1o do
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What s grasn burial? Snd vl should

w2 baleve it's really grean sad nob jusy
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There 5 @ ot of so-called Ereen
‘-'-'-1‘i|'.il‘;.: ;.',Llil'lp i i ey ircligsriies,
inclisding burial. I clarify; green ar
nasural bhusiad basicalb: mesns banal
wizhout the s of booens or marerals
that age moe bitrdegradahle, ard with
the igse af o marker char iz ereber living
we ecologicall: funcrional. Ie's casen-
rilly thae ey e Bursed B ehonisands
ol yeare bur i really had 2 renaizzance
Lpsrdon thee pong aboul & dosen years
ag in England

Iz e B nsed bo chamgs bunid becairse
Wi v hien Esing 100 much sgace am|
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s in part We bury way oo misch
CRTMCRTE, ke copper wond, and
embdmirg flud with formaldelywds:,
anl paly pecently have we though
abowir honw such sl we're pumming
in the ground Ae che Green Purial
Couretl ae'rve trying oo look gt arial
s i vy b congsec e 3 landscape and
therefome conzerve laind .:ll;hlr\_-”
S0 s s e advacating Sow-densiny
bruriil done inan smbgacally seund
wiy with the participarion of an estab-
lished conservamion partiser. Iesvery
defferent froen the wine the comvencivesd
industry aperares, which s moshove a
TRy Bodies i the Sll_ﬂ'_"d 15 poasilde
piol arry abedar wliit s buried with
them, and pur g firee around it all
Arany thare heabth masong dor the moneer
n which we cumently ey people?

Moy ichas pochieg o doowirds health

It has z o 1o do with Amencans being
PERIETANE Tk gt in sy wirh the eycle
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thie iz happening all arcund w beivg born and Living
ard ching ard decaving and regenersnng, The convey
tcral .ﬂ:u‘u:uin; demh in Amcrica = that we try bo
protoct the body -froom what, L' nist sdve- thiroaugh
chemieals concrene vashs, ballerproc cskets 1's

2 hunction of the wy we deny demn. Green bural
allows: peophe tobefriend deark a kit o andeestand
rI'h_'ﬂré,:;th_‘ senss 0l it "-|:‘||'|}'f.'k‘\c'1.‘|l:"n‘-'i" Arpae 1|1=:
ernbalmrirg B necessany [ proect people Froem ais-
bome pathogons, but unkss & corpse ksarns o oough
thar's mevar poing o be o probiem

S e sl wagy 0l burdng peanle is @ mcket, = cash
cow—ii chalcagas—ygams?

Lex me be clear thar ehere are mary wonderfiul and
ethical ,_'u'::-:.'.lc' i the industry bt there ase some whio
will zell Hn,r'.ulglhul.‘“cs anythirgy i order wocsell thein
soemcthing Take o vaul for cxample—it Serves no
spectal parpose, buc irs a cheusard bueks that cam b
added rothe huarial ticket Embalming Buids. peait and
by mweals all dradn o the ground and water table
m copecentied dises from vaulis Some comotenes
sary sl shrowds are o alkowed —the base musdin
cloeh that has beer used for thousands of years

IF & sdsreeesd bt mnough, fhen what vinild Josus dof
|_-:q_;r|_|| Mo o needs ar |:\.'|‘i|l Mg, o than Jesas dad
In foct we're fincmg thac green bursal has & srong
;':|p-_-_|] T e i_|,:'p;~|_1-. trachnonalesrs-— s well a5 oneoor
prrhissiasts. mosc-conscionis ooraines; and a bocof
paher people wha perceive waste, greed ar pollutsmn
{1 the cugrens practice. This i an industry e cught
pin b hovwer prodit marging because it is dealing
with grievingand dying, bue it's exacely the opposite
You'm spenrhasding the idea ol o e bunm and Bnd-
corEanoiinn ainership,

I Saets Fee, i workimg wath Cammonweil
Comservamey, which is the firss conseration entiny m
the U5 toemnbiace this idea. We're developing a0
acre barial ground withm rhe Galisreo Basin Treserve
2 0 ST B P LeCT 1,0 ATes .:n!.».lrJ.l:r'eil:il'@: o
an adpcent S0 acres 1 whole-body burial &

S ey, hadfof thae cost ie g e deducrible contriby
ticm £o the conservary snd half goes inte the upkeep
i1f the cempoiery: Peoph: with the francal means mighi
leave o kegacy of §00 acres of open gpce. The sucess
of green burial 22 an industry will be deterrmned by
consumer choice—you éan be ot cold sk and have
1 burrch of chemicals impected it yow or vou cin e
remarmed eo earch, help rephendabs some witdflowens
andf koo a beantiful landscape. Deah in that conges
is potorcepy and odd, ic's inevitable and soething we
3l want w make peace with, P mivean the Gregnt Burial
Coghve, vk II'|I'.|J_"."|.'|.1'!EA.:.'.I'I.':.!|TII?!:I1|.I.IR. Al



